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NINETEEN members returned recently from a successful three-day break at the HF house 
at Whitby. 

The walking was on two days (Saturday and Sunday) with walkers enjoying better than 
forecast weather on the former and a bright and breezy day for the coastal walk from the 
Staithes area on the Sunday. 

As usual the HF leaders managed to combine efficiency with good humour (something I am 
still striving to achieve) and particularly Chris who despite being severely disabled down one 
side was an effective leader and managed the evenings’ entertainment with great cheer and 
panache. 

An inspiration to us all I think. 

Thanks are due to Jane Hadlow for organising it for us. 

Ceinwen has now taken over the holiday organiser mantel and has taken the names of 
those interested in the next HF Holiday in Selworthy next October. 

x   x   x 

ON OCTOBER 11, the maintenance of footpaths in the Oswestry and Trefonen area was 
recognised with an award from the Civic Society. 

The award to Shropshire Council Countryside Maintenance Team was in recognition of its 
work with Parish Paths Partnerships (P3) volunteers at Oswestry and Trefonen. The Civic 
Society Awards were originally conceived to celebrate excellence in the built environment, 
but in Oswestry have been widened to include local amenity and the natural environment.  

Speaking at the award Saffron Rainey (Chair of the Oswestry Civic Society) said that he 
used the local paths virtually every day and that it was a pleasure to see them so well 
maintained. He also commented that the increasing replacement of stiles with gates made it 
so much easier for everyone to walk in the local countryside. 

Richard Knight (Manager of the Shropshire Countryside Council Maintenance Team) in 
receiving the award said that the work could not be achieved without the local volunteers 
adding that the local P3 Groups (Trefonen P3 and Oswestry Ramblers P3) had between 
them undertaken over 1,400 hours of volunteer work over the last two years. Richard 
explained that over Shropshire there are 64 volunteer P3 Groups hosted by Parish Councils, 
local walking groups, Parish amenity and special interest groups and that between them they 
had completed over 10,000 hours of volunteer work in each of the last two years. 

In Oswestry the P3 group is principally made up of Ramblers group members and the 
Trefonen group also includes some Ramblers.  

The groups are always on the lookout for some new hands to lighten the load. 

Why not ask how you can help? 



 
x   x   x 
 
THE new Oswestry Ramblers website has been live throughout 2018. It uses the Ramblers 
template and can be found at www.ramblers.org.uk/oswestry. There are pages about the 
walk programme, news and events, improving footpaths (P3 groups), reporting footpath 
problems and photos provided by members. As before, the ‘feed’ of future walks is there and 
the walk programme and newsletter can be downloaded and printed from the site. The old 
website has been closed. Photos are important in showing the group in action and the sort of 
walks and other activities we do. So, photos taken by members of walks, walkers and events 
are very welcome.  
 
The email system that we use has been proving unreliable and also has its limitations (eg we 
can’t send attachments to the emails) so we are currently assessing alternative options.  
Several members have suggested that Oswestry Ramblers could set up a Facebook page 
and group and it has been agreed by the Committee that we should do this. Other Ramblers 
groups have found this to be useful in attracting new members and communicating with 
existing members.  
 
Members who would like to help out with these activities, please speak to Maggie Hill on a 
walk or email webmaster@oswestryramblers.org.uk.  Comments and suggestions about the 
website and other ways that we can promote our activities are always welcome of course.  
 
x   x   x 

MEMBERSHIP Secretary Barbara Pryce-Jones has asked me to point you in the direction of 
the membership report being made to the annual meeting which contains important facts 
about what information you receive via e-mail. 

There have been changes since the introduction of the General Data Protection Regulation 
(EU Directive) which came into effect in May this year. 

The Annual Meeting and Social Evening are being held at Oswestry Cricket Club on 
November 20. The AGM will be followed by a short talk on the new Shropshire Way main 
route by Audrey Menhinick from Shrewsbury Ramblers and this will be followed by  
‘Bring a Plate’ Supper. There will be an informal talk on cheeses given by the chairman,  
with tastings.  

7pm for 7.15. 

x   x   x 

And finally. A bit of  chill in the air, the autumn and winter programme completed and the 
Christmas menu cannot be delayed much longer. 

Must remember to put hat and gloves in the rucksack. Winter draws on. 


